





Over this schocl year 2017 -18 Berlin Bilingual School participatad for the 5th time in ‘Denkmal
Aktiv' the schools programms of the Dsutsche Stiftung Denkmalschutz. The school t2amed up
with restorer parent Heinc Handelmann and workad on a project about Filmstadt Wzillansaa,
We made a number of visits to buildings in ths local arsa to explore the history and legacy of
Filmstadt Waiensee and how thess are prasarvad in a contampaorary contaxt. We would liks to
thank the team at ‘Denkmal Aktiv' in particular Dr Braun and Harr Koch for their support with this
projact. :

Participating studsnts

Amelie, Emil, Henriette, Jaccob, Jan, Johannas. Jonas, Rahul, Rocco. Sirian, Fritzi, Nils, Leo,
Emma-Lily, Esther, Finnleigh, Fritzi, Lio. Lula, Phi Long. Uendi
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[N THE 1920°5, FiLmsTADT WEIBENSEE, THE Now QUIET AREA IN NORTHERN BERLIN WAS ONCE THE CITY s [I‘
CULTURAL HOTSPOT. STARS LIKE MARLENE DIETAICH AND FRITZ LANG WERE THERE, AT CALTGARIPLATZ AND ON

THE GUSTAV-ADOLF STRABE, WHICH AT THAT TIME WAS LINED WITH BRIGHT LIGHTS AND 20 CINEMA HOUSES. |
NOT ONLY WERE THERE A HUGE NUMBER oF PLACES TO CONSUME FILM BUT THE STUDIOS WHERE THEY WERE
FILMED AND THE WORKSHOPS WHERE THE FiLMs WERE PHYSICALLY MADE WERE AISD [N THIS AREA. LN THIS
PROJECT WE RESEARCHED  ABOUT THE WISTORY OF FLLMSTADT W<IBENSEE, MADE VISITS TO THREE BUTLDINGS
WAICH STELL EXIST TODAY AND ARE UNDER "DENKMALSCHUTZ" - LISTED UNDER HISTORICAL PROTECTION . We

MET THE OWNERS OF THESE BULLDINGS TO FIND QUT MORE ABOUT THE HISTORY OF LLMSTADT WEIBENSEE, AS
WELL A5 THE HISTORY AND LEGACY OF THE BULLDINGS THEMSELVES. '
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The beginning of German cinema :tarteﬂl
with  two jnventiong: ‘The Bioccope|
Projector’ invented in 1575 by Max am{l’
Emil - Sklndarowsky,  Followed by the
Kine-Meccter-Kamera’ invented in 7700

;i G
by Ockar Meccter. Mogt of the chort Z
filme  that T madef were of ctreet o
B W rice and comedieg. ac
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EEOnon with theatre or
l af Filme were chot in the
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First German ffm company Bioceop
bmbH were ales firer ¢, build new purpoce
RCEmiSes outeide of Berlin. Tn
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firct  Film Iproa’qct.-'anlj
of Berlin AL‘{
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{ually people became more and more!
inated in thic new medium and by ﬂ:e{
if 1971, ScHipt writers, directore andJ
¢ started to explore the potential of
medium. With an increacing public
ect in film the glase ctudioc of thej
sentre were coon unable to keep up
the production demand and cort

space in the currounding area of
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film production fasility on Fran
t

Josaph str 5 - 1 {today
Lisparmannstr 24 - 78). Shortly
after this though he left Ethe

Amarizan company and ss2t up his
own called ‘Greenbaum-Film GmbH’
and took over the whole complex!

There was also another _company
‘Continental-Kunstfilm GmbH' who
movad into Franz Joseph Str 2. Two
of the big characters in this
company were the diresctor Jos May
and tha actor / author Ernst
Reicher. They also left their
company to s=t  Up their own
‘Stuart Webbs-Film ceompany May &
Beicher’ . Joe May then went off |
to fight in WWI befcre returnitg'
in 1915 to sst up his own company
QMay-Film GrmbH' . The threa |
ganiss {undarlinad)} wara the
'-;:t drew the rich talent of!
i actors, actrassas

'la:d writers ot =}
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st dies early
cinema new genres of film wsre
emerging such as romance nd

a
adventure films. Filmsta
Waifensse became famous for a n
genre of the detectiwve film. The
Gresnbaum-Film released a wversion
of an Arthur Conan Doylei'story ‘Ths
Hound of the Baskerwvilles’ (1914}
and Reicher & May developed a very
popular series of films based

around the detective character

Stuart Wsbb with such films as ‘Die
Toten Erwachen’” (1915) and ‘Der

Gestreifte Domino’ (1315}
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MONUMENTA: FLLMS THAT Driciep £y o
TIMES AND PLACES. THE £3857 0F hese Ve
VINCIT" Was mRopucep [y /17 81 Joe May
WHLCH STARRED W55 wire Mid My 1y 1y
LEDING R0LE. MUtk o w5 M wys
FODUCED ON A BIFCE OF LD WER Fa
JOSERH STR 30T HE ALSO. 30T LA o

WOLTERSDON NER BRANER To ropuci 1ye

DIER MO ELUOMTE SEVES of Frunes “)ig

HERUN Dt WeL B stanren pysmming vast
IETS AND STANTED 30R0WING EX0TIC AN gagass
ROM T4 700,
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AT THE SAME TiMe Rz e st
PRODUCING A SE1fs of EOTIC AbvENTURE
. STOXES caLLep “Die SPINNEN". (11/20)
WHERE MILLIONARRE KAY Hoog GOES IN SUCH 0F
TREASURE IN SOUTH AMERICA. 7 WAS EXTREMELY
POPULAR AT THE TIME AND o5 BEEN VISUALLY

REFERENCED 31 MANY LATRR ADVENTURE FILMs
SUCH A5 INDIANA ToNvEs.

OTHER FAMOUS ENC FILMS OF THIS PERIOD
INCLUDED “DIE PEST IN FLORENZ' DIRECTED B
RIZ LANG AND THE 'INDISCHES GRASMAL
DIRECTED BY JOE MAY. THE LATTER OF WHICH WAS A
HUGE SUCCESS TN THE CINEMAS AND MADE MAY A
FORTUNE WITH WHICH HE BOUGHT ALL THE STUDIOS
AT FRANT JOSERH STRASSE.
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Die stactlichen stellen organisierten eine umfangreiche Sanierung. Die
Berzirksfilmdirektion Berlin wurde fiir das Kino verantwortlich. Die
Rangtreppe, kassenraum und das Foyer, wurde véllig neu gestaltet
das Foyer und Bildwerferraum vergréBert. Ein  Blro und Neue
SozialrGume. Eine Bihne erméglicht es, auch andere ||
Veranstaltungen Durchzufithren. Das Kino &ffnete am 23.07.82 mitlI
dem DEFA-film ,das Fahrrad”. Es gab nun eine Theaterleiterin vor
Ort. Das Kino wurde ‘eines von fiinf Premierenkinos der Stadt. Nun
gab es 275 platze, eine Gaderobe, neue Leuchtreklame mit dem
neuen Namen KINO TONI. '

verzeichnete Tag 00 Besucher. Das
’ AuBenbild des Kinos musste auch
. verbessert werden, dies sollte aber eine
” ( weile dauern. 1945 Gab es mittel aus der
’ sBerliner Bérenlotterie®. Es wurde
Leucht-schrift und neue beleuchtste
Schaukésten angebracht. Das war ein
Lichtpunkt am Antonplatz und lockte
Menschen ins Kino. Das war dann doch
zu viel Staatliche Unterstiitzung an die
privaten Kino Betreiber, So wurde 1956
Beschlossen den privaten Kinos dus'
Prenf“ 2u entnehmen,

iucherzohlen drastlsch




urde 1919 als Stummfilmkir®

i i n__ eincliYsouie -
Filmverleih. Es '- .
preisgegeben, niemand wo ur die
fehlende Bestuhlung aufkommen. Es
regnete auch in den Saal |

£ " Das Toni wurde als Erstouffiihrungstheater fir dstliche Filmkunst und
Dokumentarfilme benutzt. Die Veranstaltungen warzn RegelméiBig |
. und ausverkauft und Diskussionen gingen bis weit in die Nacht. Mit

dem Film insel der Schwéne® war endgiilti Schluss. Es wurden
samtliche Vorfiihrungen abgs:agt. Es konnten aber weiterhin bisher
Verbotene Sowjetische Filma gezeigt werden. Nach der wende
begann die zeit der Ideensuche nach unter Drohung nach einer
unabhéngigen Filmkultur, Die Nutzungskonzeption und der mit dem
Senat Ausgehandelte unterschriftreife Pachtvertag wurde unter |
Androhung einer Schadenersatzkluge von der Treuhand verhindert
urid auf Eis gelegt.

De“r Bundesfinanzminister entschied das die Kinos verkauft werden
;nex:.sen. 19?1 wurde das Toni ausgeschrieben. Da die Eintrittspreise
iegen sind wurde die Besucherzahl halbiert, Crinder der Initiative

: _ 92 gab es endlich interessierte fiir das
Kino TONL. Dr. Michael Verhoeven kaufte das Kino und betreibt es

seit dem 01.07.1992, Er lieB 1994 dj

ie Fass i i
L i ade renovieren, das Kino
497 wieder erdffnet, Es gab
. ielunterbrechung.

: wihrend der Bauphase
Die beiden Kifteséile bekamen die




KT AND MOST POPULAX OF THE CINEMAS
s i FDRMER SILENT-MOVIE THEATER DELPHL
Wy ON CALGARIPLATZ, THIS RELLC RESTS LEKE A HIDDEN
FWEL. UNRECOGNIZABLE FAOM THE OUTSIDE, AND EVEN
"
UNKNDUN TO MOST BERLINERS. THIS BUILDING WS ONE OF /

THE FIRST CINEMAS OF 75 SZE TN THE WORLD.
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0N THE 20 JANUARY 1921 THE BUILDER
SUBMITTED A BUILDING ARRLICATION FORH
LAGE CINEMA WITH S0OM. FLH
JUTLDENG STARTED ON THE 8}
OF THE ARCAITEKT JuLs 48

SACRLICRKELY'. an

- STRASSE 0
WAS A NEON

PRODUCTION FINISHED IN THE AReA T4

REMAINED A POPULA '
|
THE 11305, PLACE T0 WATCH FILMS T T




DURING THE'WAR o , 3
SHORTLPBEFORE THE END OF JusawateTRPTT4S, THE NATION

S WA FILM KOLBERG” TN

LFHI CINEMA. THE THEATER MIRACULOUSLY sum:zg
'THE HEAVY DESTRUCTION THE CITY EXPERIENCED IN w'n L
Wil

THE BurLDING REMAINED cosgp DURING THe Gy PERIOD

SED A5 A STorage faaLmy. g5 RESULT 0F The

DIVEsION of BERLIN Te DWNER OF T4 LEASE L1veD Ty
WEST secrop or THE €I7Y AND T CINEMA WA SUsORDINATE
10 THE “BeRivgy PEORLE’S Housivg Assocaarion” [y THE
19505, e CINEMA FeLL g DISREPARR. AFies 4 PIECE oF
THE CETLING Byoge LOOSE AND ey INTO ThE AUDITORIUM,
THE CINEMA C1058p 175 Doos Fearuazy 1959 DUETO A

LACK 0F Funps Ty CINEMA WEvey CAME T ThE poryy 0F
EMOLITION .




DRESENT
[T REMAINED CLOSED TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC UNTIL THE
AXTIST TEAM PER ASPERA E.V. RE-OPENED THE SPACE IN
012, IN 2013 THEY SIGNED A 20 YEAR RENTAL CONTRACT,
AND WHEN THE BULLDING WENT UP FOR SALE IN 2016, THEY
ENTERED IN A PARTNERSHIP WITH THE EDITH MArrON

STIFIUNG, A SWISS FOUNDATION WHO BOUGHT THE _BUﬂD[NG

10 SECURE 17 FOR FURTHER DEVELOPMENT AND PERMANENT
USE A5 A PUBLEC CULTURAL VENUE UNDER THE DISECTION 0F
PER ASPERA E.Y. THROUGH THE CONTRACT OF A LONG-TERM
LAND LEASE.




DENKMAL ScauTz : [

THE BUILDING 15 UNDE “DENKMALSCHUTY”

DEVTSCHE STIFTUNG DENKMALSCHUTZ s A FauNDATION
WHICH WORKS 10 PREstrve CEMAN. MONUMENTS AND |
THELR LEGACY. MANY THINGS TN THE (INEMA ATE UNDER
DENKMALSGHUTZ A5 e AS THE BUTLDING ITSELF foR |
ECAMPLE: THE SURFACE OF Th WALLS, THE DRIGINAL SPEAKERS
IN THE CINEMA AND THE MECRANISM Fo3 LOWERING Th

SCREEN ON THE STAGE. [1 [5 THE TENANTS RESPONSTBILITY T I

MAINTAIN THESE PARTS OF TaE BUILDING.



katja.hoffmann
Stempel Weiss
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FritzLang

| Fritz Lang was a young
§ director who started
making his first films in
Filmstadt Weilensee and
becoming very famous for
them, His first film was
called HALBBLUT which
was released in 1919, As
Filmstadt WaiBensee
collapsed he went to
Babelsberg and went on

making films. As he

became even  more

famous he went to
Hollywood where he

reached the highest point
of his career.

.ll:ll;s Greenbaum set up the first film complex on Franz Joseph Str 5 -7 in
for the film company ‘Vitascope’. Shortly afterwards he left Vitascope

md set up hls own Compung Gr ee bﬂuml m Gmb t
n 11
H and Ook over the

' May-Film

Eich | r

Erich Pommer

Erich Pommer was
one of the founders of |
the Decla  film

company and saw

himself as an artistic

producer wanting to‘
expand the
boundaries of film. AI-

few famous directors
who were working for

Joe l\n!‘ag ]

Originally worked for|
Continental Knnstfilmli
3mbH and moved into

Franz Joseph Str 9 with|
the company in 1914. Asa l
director he often worked

with Ernst Reicher and set |
up their own company {

. Stuart  Webbs Film

company May & Reiche,

| following the success of

their  ‘Stuart  Webb’
detective stories. In the

| same year 1914 May went |

to serve in WWI returning |
only a year later tosetup
his own company
GmbH. He
produced many epic films
with huge budgets until
following the  Great
Depression he was not
able to cover his ever
expanding costs, with the
film company closing in
1932. The following year
he moved to America
where he sort a career in
Hollywood. Hel never
managed to realije this
and died in poverty in
1954,

him — were —EW--
Marnau, ‘Otto Rippert
and Robert Wiene.
Under Pommer Fritz
Lang a, young and
famous director made
his first film called
HALBBLUT.
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